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V. Annexes  
Annex 1. Criteria evaluation for the Oceanic whitetip shark  

 

  

Concerns Annexes I, II 

and III       

Criteria evaluation for Oceanic whitetip shark the under the Annex II 
 

SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

21 #1 

The scientific evaluation of 
the threatened or 
endangered status of the 
species is to be based on 
these factors : 

Size of 
population 

 

Y 

The oceanic whitetip shark was characterized 
historically as one of the most abundant oceanic 
sharks in tropical seas worldwide. Considering the 
biology of that highly pelagic species, it is almost 
impossible to gather data to have a global population 
size estimate available for the oceanic whitetip shark 
nor regional population size estimates 

Backus et al. 1956; 
Compagno 1984). 

Young et al. 2018 

 

 NO 
Y 
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SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

Evidence of 
decline Y 

C. longimanus, once among the most abundant 

oceanic sharks, has experienced serious declines 

between 57% and 88% in the Atlantic and Gulf of 

Mexico. This species is assessed to be critically 

endangered in the Northwest and Western Central 

Atlantic (). The decline on the Oceanic White Tip has 

been well researched, the most recent IUCN 

assessment for the global population estimates a 

population decline of over 98%. 

Baum et al., 2015, Rigby 

et al. 2019 

Pacoureau et.al; 2021 

R Y 

Restriction on 
its range of 
distribution 

N   NR  

Degree of 
fragmentation 
population 

N   NR  
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SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

Biology Y 

Carcharhinus longimanus is a large-bodied shark 
species from the family Carcharhinidae (requiem 
sharks). This species can reach a maximum size of 
325 - 346 cm, with most specimens measuring 
between 150 and 205 cm 

Lessa et al., 1999; 
D’Alberto et al., 2016; 
Joung et al., 2016 

R Y 

Other 
population 
dynamics 

Y 
C. longimanus is a large oceanic shark species, with 
active and strong swimming capabilities. It shows 
migratory behaviour 

   

Conditions 
increasing the 
vulnerability of 
the species/ 
major threats 

Y 

C. longimanus mainly inhabits the top 20 meters of 

the water column, which increases its overlap with ? 

Evidence of overfishing and by-catch 

Rigby et al. 2019 

 
R Y 

Importance of 
the species to 
the 
maintenance of 
fragile or 
vulnerable 
ecosystems and 
habitats 

Y     
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SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

 #2 

Precautionary principle 
(when criteria 1 gives 
indication that the species is 
threatened or endangered, 
the lack of full scientific 
certainty about the exact 
status of the species is not to 
prevent the listing of the 
species on the appropriate 
annex) 

 Y 
see criteria 1 and in particular 1b (evidence of decline 

and 
 R Y 

 #4 

Application of the IUCN 
criteria in a regional 
(Caribbean) context will be 
helpful if sufficient data are 
available 

 Y 

The IUCN defines the oceanic white tip shark’s 

conservation status as critically endangered and its 

trend ‘decreasing’. 

Rigby et al. 2019 R Y 

21 #5 

Is the species the subject of 
local or international trade 
AND is the international 
trade regulated under 
CITES or other 
instruments ? 

 Y 

The oceanic white tip shark was listed under 
Appendix II of CITES in 2013. 
 
Young et al. (2018) note that C. longimanus is a 
preferred and highly valuable species in the 
international shark fin trade in Hong Kong, the largest 
international fin market (Clarke et al. 2006b). A study 

CITES 2014 R Y 
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SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

from Cardeñosa (2018) suggests that oceanic whitetip 
sharks remain among the top species in the 
contemporary fin trade, despite CITES listing. 

21 #6 

Importance and usefulness 
of regional and cooperative 
efforts on the protection and 
recovery for species 

 Y 
 
see note dedicated to sharks and rays management 

 R Y 

21 #7 
Endemism of the species 
(and importance of regional 
cooperation for its recovery) 

 N   NR  

21 #8 

Listing as a taxonomic unit. 
Higher taxa (than species) 
can be utilized in listing 
when there are reasonable 
indications that the lower 
taxa are similarly justified 
in being listed, or to address 
problems of 
misidentification caused by 
species of similar 
appearance. In the case of 
Annex III, higher taxa can 
also be used to simplify the 
list. 

 N   NR  
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SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

21 #10 

listing as an "appropriate 
measure to ensure the 
protection and recovery" of 
fragile ecosystems/habitats 
where they occur 

 N   NR  

11 (a) # 
Presence of the species in 
another annex of the SPAW 
Protocol 

 Y 
Already listed in Annex III for regulation - continued 
decline indicates more stringent measures necessary. 

 R Y 

11 (4,a) 

– 19 (3) 
# 

Information demonstrating 
the applicability of the 
appropriate SPAW listing 
criteria 

  Y 
enough information to justify regulation, and for 
uplisting for complete protection 

 R Y 

 # 
Does the species benefit 
from another protection 
tool ? 

 Y 

Section 2 of the ICCAT Convention Area Article 22 - 
4. states that retaining on board, transhipping or 
landing any part or whole carcass of oceanic whitetip 
sharks taken in any fishery shall be prohibited. 
 
The Sharks MoU listed C. longimanus on its Annex 1 
in 2018 and this year (2020) CMS listed C. 
longimanus on its Appendix I. 
 
It was listed on CMS Annex 1 in 2020 
 

NOAA, 2018 R Y 
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SPAW 

Article 

Criterion 

number 
Criterion 

Criterion 

details 

Presence of 

information 

in the 

proposal 

report 

Information quotes Literature 

1 is the 
criteria 

relevant for 
this species 

R/NR 
2 is it 

possible to 
obtain the 

information 
O/NO) 

If relevant 
Criteria 

validation 
Yes/ No 

In 2018, the United States listed the oceanic white tip 
shark as a threatened species under the U.S. 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The United States is 
developing a recovery plan for this species and has 
developed a recovery outline to guide recovery efforts 
until a recovery plan is developed. 
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